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Parubiy at IPTAC: Reforming Verkhovna Rada Like Repairing a Plane in Mid-flight 

Wednesday, April 27, 2016 - 17:30 

V 
erkhovna Rada 
Chairman Andriy 
Parubiy was the 

only invited speaker at 
USAID RADA's traditional 
meeting of International 
Parliamentary Technical 
Assistance Coordination 
held on April 27. The 
meeting, titled "Post-Crisis 
Verkhovna Rada: Tasks for 
the Leadership," gathered 

about 40 persons representing international donor organizations/projects, embassies, CSOs, 
media and other organizations. 

The VR Speaker began by thanking donors and civil society for the support they have been 
providing to the Ukrainian Parliament "on the way of reforms." Later, he said he is counting on 
this support to tackle the challenges Ukraine and its Parliament are facing. "I'm counting very 
much on support from our donors, our partners; that it will be as close and as effective. And in 
this I see a great pledge of our success in both the operation of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
and Ukraine as a whole," Mr. Parubiy said. He promised to be "very open, sincere and commu-
nicative" in this collaboration. 

Speaking of VR reforms, Mr. Parubiy noted that Ukraine and its Parliament are living through a 
very difficult period. "This is wartime Verkhovna Rada. And we have to make extremely diffi-
cult decisions on national security, economic reforms, almost in all areas of life of the society, 
and simultaneously carry out the reform of Parliament and introduce a new style of work," he 
explained. 

"As an American colleague of mine once said, we have to repair the plane in mid-flight," Mr. 
Parubiy said. 

He said there are two conceptual approaches to carrying out reform of the VR. One is to file all 
the reforms and implement them all at once. However, the Speaker's preference is to single 
out reform elements that do not give rise to any conflicts and are supported by all and phase 
in these reforms. "It's very important for me that, speaking of reforms, we would come to 
concrete, visible results," Mr. Parubiy stressed. 

He mentioned the first VR reform bill he will propose to lawmakers over "the next plenary 
weeks." According to the Speaker, the bill provides for an increase in the number of plenary 
weeks, with Tuesdays and Thursdays being decision-making days, and an increase in the 
amount of time VR committees actually spend working. The innovations suggested by the bill 
also include introducing a conference of VR committee chairs and replacing the Government 
Hour, which is traditionally held on Fridays on plenary weeks, with three such "European-style" 
hours on Mondays. 

"This draft law is in fact ready. I had thorough talks on the matter with all the faction and 
group heads in Parliament," Mr. Parubiy said. 

He also said that plans were being readied on ensuring Parliament and the Cabinet of Minis-
ters work closer, especially with dialog in the law-making process at the committee stage. Mr. 
Parubiy noted that most MPs work diligently but that discipline was still an issue, as some law-
makers need to work responsibly. 

Ihor Kohut, USAID RADA CoP and moderator of the event, said the RADA Program “is ready to 
give multi-faceted support”. Mr. Kohut spoke of his wish for “partnership with other donor 
groups” and the need to reform the Agenda-Setting Council which meets on the Monday of a 
plenary week. Mr. Parubiy agreed, saying “the format of the Agenda-Setting Council needs to 
be changed”. 

 

Video (Parubiy): https://youtu.be/VvCqSAZ9NcU 
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MP Chernenko Tells Town Hall 
Meeting on Waste that Citizens 
Views Need Consideration 

Wednesday, April 27, 2016 - 18:15 

A town hall meeting on "Problem of 
Household Waste Management: a Re-
gional Aspect" was held in Chernihiv on 
Wednesday, April 27. The event was or-
ganized by the Agency for Legislative 
initiatives in cooperation with Interns' 
League on the initiative of MP Oleksandr 
Chernenko under the Model District pro-
ject of USAID RADA, which also carried 
out live streaming of the event online. 

Sixty people present at the meeting fo-
cused on looking for optimal options to 
solve key problems of waste handling. 

Addressing the participants, Mr. Cher-
nenko, who is a member of a task force 
for drafting a package of legislation on 
household waste management, said he is 
convinced that laws should not be passed 
without taking into consideration the 
opinions of citizens. 

 

More on USAID RADA site: 
http://radaprogram.org/en/content/mp-
chernenko-tells-town-hall-meeting-
waste-citizens-views-need-consideration 
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USAID RADA CoP: We’ll keep on supporting Parliament to enhance all its functions 

Friday, May 6, 2016 - 15:45  

U 
SAID RADA Chief 
of Party Ihor Ko-
hut participated 
in presentation 

and discussion by Verkhov-
na Rada Chairman Andriy 
Parubiy on basic provisions 
of changes in the VR Rules 
of Procedure. The event 
was attended by lawmak-
ers as well as media people 
and civil society activists. 

According to Mr. Parubiy, people expect of authorities effective and prompt actions. 
“Therefore it’s important for Ukrainian citizens to see that the work, which is broadcast, and 
the MPs themselves are more orderly and such that work for Ukraine,” he said. “So making the 
first steps in the implementation of Verkhovna Rada reform, I would suggest that amendments 
to the Rules of Procedure would go first,” he emphasized. 

“We’ll keep on supporting Parliament to enhance all its functions,” Mr. Kohut stated. “The 
proposed amendments to the Verkhovna Rada Rules of Procedure are quite revolutionary. 
Because if people elect parliament, they are justly expect that such a parliament will work for 
them,” he added. 

 

Video (Parubiy): https://youtu.be/RLSWzMkLOCg 

Video (discussion): https://youtu.be/KalP1ApDm3A 

IN BRIEF: 

 

Experts considered issues on improving 
legislation on rehabilitation of victims 
of political repression 

Friday, May 13, 2016 - 13:30  

An expert round table supported by USAID 
RADA was held on May 12 called “Improving 
legislation on the rehabilitation of victims of 
repression. Problems and Prospects”. The 
event was a joint initiative by the Parliamen-
tary Committee for Human Rights, Minori-
ties and Inter-ethnic Relations, Ukrainian 
Institute of National Remembrance and the 
Agency for Legislative Initiatives, a partner 
of USAID RADA. It was staged in partnership 
with the National Remembrance Policy 
Group of the Reanimation Package of Re-
forms and the Center for Research of the 
Liberation Movement.  
More on USAID RADA site: http://
radaprogram.org/en/content/experts-
considered-issues-improving-legislation-
rehabilitation-victims-political-repression 

USAID RADA expert was an active par-
ticipant at Ternopil Region Invest-2016 
forum 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 - 23:00 

USAID RADA Program Manager Ihor Par-
asyuk gave a presentation at the Ternopil 
Region Invest-2016 forum on the influence 
of decentralization reform on attracting 
investment, which opened in Ternopil and 
then continued at nearby Zbarazh Castle. 
Mr. Parasyuk was also one of the modera-
tors of the "Economically viable communi-
ties – a strong Ternopil Oblast: Time for 
reform" panel discussion.  
More on USAID RADA site: http://
radaprogram.org/en/content/usaid-rada-
expert-was-active-participant-ternopil-
region-invest-2016-forum 

VR Budget Committee hears presen-
tation of stadium rebuilding project 
in Zakarpattya’s Khust 

Friday, May 20, 2016 - 18:45 

On Friday, the day before the Field 
Meeting in Uzhhorod, the Parliamentary 
Committee on the Budget, headed by 
Andriy Pavelko, visited the city of Khust 
in Zakarpattya Oblast, where it learned 
about an investment project to rebuild 
the Karpaty stadium there. 

The project, presented by Vitaliy Erfan, 
the head of the department for youth 
and sport of the Zakarpattya Oblast State 
Administration, envisages reconstruction 
of the existing stadium for organizing and 
staging local, national and international 
competitions and training camps for 
team sports and athletics. The total cost 
of the project is close to UAH 40 mln, of 
which 1.2 is earmarked in the city budg-
et, while Khust hopes to receive over 
UAH 38 mln in the form of investment 
from the state budget. The timeframe for 
the project’s implementation is 250 days. 

In the opinion of MP Ivan Krulko, who 
initiated the Field Meeting by the com-
mittee to Zakarpattya Oblast, as a result 
of the project’s fulfillment the city of 
Khust would receive a facility that would 
raise the investment attractiveness of the 
city. 

According to the MP, who is a participant 
of the Model District project run by the 
USAID RADA Program, the Field Meeting 
of the Parliamentary Committee on the 
Budget will take place for the first time in 
its history. “I believe that the practice 
begun by the Budget Committee is fan-
tastic,” said Mr. Krulko He thanked USAID 
RADA for its assistance, thanks to which 
the Field Meeting is taking place within 
the confines of the mentioned project. 

USAID RADA CoP Ihor Kohut explained 
that the idea for the Budget Committee’s 
visit “was born through the history of the 
Model District project.” According to him, 
Ivan Krulko spent weeks or months 
“persuading his committee to visit 
Zakarpattya Oblast, to have a look at the 
state of the roads, infrastructure, invest-
ment projects that could be attractive for 
financing from the state budget.” 
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USAID RADA Holds Two-Day Information Fair-2016 at 
Verkhovna Rada 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 - 21:15  

U 
SAID RADA has unveiled its traditional two-day Infor-
mation Fair-2016 inside the walls of the Verkhovna Rada 
for NGOs and international donors. MPs and their Aides 

will have the opportunity to learn more about the work of USAID-
funded projects operating in Ukraine as well as civil society organi-
zations, able to provide technical assistance and expertise to the 
Ukrainian legislature. A total of 42 organizations are present, show-
casing literature and materials about their work. 

The opening ceremony began at midday with a speech by VR First 
Deputy Chairwoman Iryna Herashchenko. She spoke of the valuable 
contribution made by USAID in Ukraine. “We would like to thank 
you for the cooperation and dialog over many years, thanks to 
which the Verkhovna Rada becomes more and more open and 
transparent. Thanks to the work of USAID RADA, it creates an im-
portant information product which not only shows what is happen-
ing in the session hall but which provides, first and foremost, infor-
mation about work on draft legislation, on key issues like bringing 
Ukrainian laws into line with European standards,” she underlined. 

Kate Somvongsiri, Director of the USAID Mission’s Office of Democ-
racy and Governance, said that “as the backbone of Ukraine’s de-
mocracy, the Verkhovna Rada must be open and responsive to the 
people it represents. Helping Ukraine achieve this has been the 
primary goal of the parliamentary support for more than 20 years. 
Reaching this goal also features prominently in other USAID Pro-
grams that we represent here today, whether they be civil society, 
media or political process.” 

MP Hanna Hopko invited fellow lawmakers to visit the Information 
Fair and see the literature available that assists the work of the 
Ukrainian Parliament and raises its effectiveness. 

Viktor Lyakh, President of the East Europe Foundation, which im-
plements the USAID RADA Program, said this is the eighth Infor-
mation Fair and spoke of its growing popularity. “There is a tenden-
cy for more Ukrainian organizations to work with Parliament. This is 
testimony of the fact that civil society and the organizations it rep-
resents, are growing stronger.” 

USAID RADA Program Chief of Party Igor Kohut gave guests a warm 
welcome and declared the Information Fair open. He wished law-
makers "high-quality information" during the two-day event and 
announced a presentation of the European Information and Re-
search Center that will be held on Thursday to mark its first year of 
operation with support from USAID RADA. "So, there will be three 
days of intensive exchange of information, dialogue and 
knowledge," Mr. Kohut concluded. 

 

 

Video, Rada TV Channel: https://youtu.be/_tOMjP3cTkg 

Video, USAID RADA Program: https://youtu.be/LDy0d5iCbbo 

https://youtu.be/_tOMjP3cTkg
https://youtu.be/LDy0d5iCbbo
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EIRC reports on first year of work since reopening 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 - 20:00 

T 
he European Information and Research Center (EIRC) at the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine has reported on its first year of 
work since reopening with a presentation on “Expert Ana-

lytical Support for Lawmaking Process in the European Union.” VR 
Chairman Andriy Parubiy, other MPs, VR Secretariat staff and repre-
sentatives from Ukrainian and international organizations attended 
the event organized by the Agency for Legislative Initiatives under 
the USAID RADA Program. 

Welcoming the event participants, Mr. Parubiy stressed the poten-
tial the EIRC has to improve the quality of draft laws: “I welcome 
and completely support work of the European Information and 
Research Center, which aims at rendering more activity to analyti-
cal work and, what is important, rendering more activity to this 
analytical work yet before the moment when a draft law gets in he 
session hall.” 

USAID RADA Chief of Party Ihor Kohut said, “Today is the first anni-
versary of operation of the European Information and Research 
Center at the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, which is supported by 
the USAID RADA Program. The formation of a parliamentary re-
search service and improvement of the parliamentary library is an 
extremely pressing issue since the European Parliament’s recom-
mendations say a lot of it.” 

MPs Olena Sotnyk and Oksana Yurynets, VR Secretariat Deputy 
Head Volodymyr Bondarenko, VR Secretariat Legal Department 
Deputy Head Arkadiy Nyzhnyk and European Parliament’s Capacity 
Building Program for the Verkhovna Rada Local Coordinator Tymur 
Tashtanov also spoke at the event. 

The EIRC was reopened in May 2015 owing to efforts of the USAID 
RADA in cooperation with the VR Secretariat. 

Field Meeting of Parliamentary Budget Committee took 
place in Uzhgorod supported by USAID RADA 

Saturday, May 21, 2016 - 18:45 

A 
 Field Meeting of the Parliamentary Budget Committee, 
which took place in Uzhgorod, examined problem issues in 
Zakarpattya Oblast, the solving of which requires making 

amendments to certain laws and other legal acts. 

Committee Chairman Andriy Pavelko presided over the sitting. The 
head of Zakarpattya Oblast State Administration, Hennadiy Moskal, 
attended the meeting, as did Head of Kherson Oblast State Admin-
istration Andriy Hordyeyev, Deputy Youth and Sport Minister Myko-
la Danevych, First Deputy Head of Zakarpattya Oblast Council Yosyp 
Borto, USAID RADA CoP Ihor Kohut, members of other parliamen-
tary committees and representatives of regional and local authori-
ties and media. 

The event was held with the support of the USAID RADA Program, 
which also provided оnline streaming of the meeting. MP Ivan 
Krulko, one of the MPs participating in the Program’s Model Dis-
tricts project, initiated the Field Meeting in Uzhgorod. 

In his speech, Mr. Moskal outlined a number of problems in the 
region and suggested ways of addressing them. Separate reports 

were also made by the heads of relevant departments. 

Rapporteurs and participants of the discussion focused on a wide 
range of issues, from fiscal decentralization to flood control, the 
work of customs and support for small producers of wine in 
Zakarpattya. Mentioned most often was the poor state of roads in 
the region that, in the words of Ivan Krulko, is the "gateway to 
Ukraine for the European Union." 

He said he was "extremely pleased to be present in Uzhgorod at the 
first Field Meeting of the Budget Committee in Zakarpattya Oblast – 
or of any other parliamentary committee for that matter – in 
Ukraine's history." 

Mr. Krulko called Zakarpattya one of the most investment-
attractive regions of Ukraine. "Given its multi-ethnicity and geo-
graphical proximity to Europe as well as its very high tourism poten-
tial, the region is regarded as one of the most promising for 
attracting international investment," he underlined. 

Noting the importance of holding the Field Meeting in Zakarpattya, 
MP Ivan Krulko thanked the USAID RADA Program for "the oppor-
tunity to cooperate with civil society so that decisions adopted by 
the Budget Committee are, on the one hand, monitored by civil 
society and, on the other hand, receive full support for their imple-
mentation." 

Ihor Kohut emphasized the importance of public involvement in the 
development of parliamentarianism in Ukraine, including through 
the medium of local government. "Today, it is very important that 
representatives of local government are present at this open Field 
Meeting of the Budget Committee," he said, adding that "on the 
other hand, this is an element of certain oversight and transparency 
by Parliament." 

During the meeting, Hennadiy Moskal and Andriy Hordyeyev also 
signed an agreement on cooperation between the Zakarpattya and 
Kherson Oblasts. 

http://radaprogram.org/en/content/european-information-and-research-center-verkhovna-rada-reopened
https://youtu.be/oZ61bvWXywk

