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USAID RADA Newsletter: April 2016 

USAID RADA Trains Parliamentary 

Interns in Constitution and VR Rules of 

Procedure 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 - 16:30 

 

USAID RADA delivered a workshop to 
participants in the Parliamentary 
Internship Program. The training, which 
was aimed at familiarizing the trainees 
with the practice of procedural 

document development in the 
Verkhovna Rada, focused on three 
issues: (i) institutionalization of 
parliamentary coalition and opposition, 
(ii) constitutional amendments, and 
(iii) personal voting and changes in the 
voting system proposed by the 
recommendations of the European 
Parliament's Needs Assessment Mission. 

The workshop was conducted by three 
USAID RADA experts, who had been 
members of the VR during some of its 
convocations: Volodymyr Kryzhanivskyi, 
Elina Shyshkina and Borys Bespalyi. 

Over 20 interns worked in three groups, 
each for one of the above issues, which 

comprised a set of questions. Their 
answers to the questions were then 
presented to the audience and 
discussed. 

Commenting on the workshop, interns 
expressed their satisfaction with the 
training and made some suggestions 
regarding organization of further 
workshops. 

The Program of Internship at the 
Verkhovna Rada and Central Executive 
Agencies was initiated in 1995 on a joint 
initiative of the U.S. Association of 
Former Members of Congress and the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Since 2014, 
the Interns' League has been 
administering the program with support 
from USAID RADA. A total of about 1,500 
interns have graduated from the 
program since 1995. 

Video: https://youtu.be/aWW8qwcgxwo 

 

 

 

USAID RADA / UNDP Conference Participants: Ukraine's Parliamentary Reform 

Must Go on 

Friday, April 15, 2016 - 20:45 

 

Opening the Parliamentary-Civic Conference “Creating an Effective, Accountable, Responsible 
Parliament” on his first full day in the capacity of Verkhovna Rada Chairman, Andriy 
Parubiy assured that internal reform of Parliament will be continued. 

The conference was organized in Kyiv by USAID RADA in conjunction with the UN 
Development Program to provide a platform for engagement of civil society, media and 
expert community in the VR reform. Over 170 persons attended, including representatives 
from CSOs from many Ukrainian cities as well as lawmakers, representatives from 
international organizations, programs and projects, scientists and media people. 

George Kent, Acting Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, Neal Walker, UN 
Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Ukraine, Marcin Wałecki, Head 
of Democratization Department, Bureau of OSCE/ODIHR, and Viktor Lyakh, President of East 
Europe Foundation also made opening speeches. These were followed by keynote speeches 
delivered by European Parliament ex-President Pat Cox and Chair of the EP Delegation to the 
EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee Andrej Plenković. They spoke on 
recommendations provided in the Report and Roadmap on Internal Reform and Capacity-
Building for the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, prepared by the EP Needs Assessment Mission, 
and the role of the EP in securing institutional reform in the VR. 

The conference also included three panel discussions on (i) Parliamentary Ethics and the 
Quality of Parliamentarianism; (ii) Citizens and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine: Today and 
Tomorrow. Reform Pathway; and (iii) Parliamentary Oversight and Oversight of Parliament. 

More on USAID RADA site: http://radaprogram.org/en/content/usaid-rada-undp-conference-
participants-ukraines-parliamentary-reform-must-go 
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Participants: Ukraine's 
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 Ukraine Needs Young Reformers to 
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Outside the Box Solutions – Second 
Youth Parliament Launched 

 IPTAC discusses European 
Parliament’s Prospects of Assisting 
VR to become European-style 
Parliament 
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MPs Attend Round Table on Waste 

Management in USAID RADA "Model 

District" 

Monday, April 18, 2016 - 13:30 

 

A focused policy discussion on 
household waste handling was held in 
Chernihiv, which is the district of MP 
Oleksandr Chernenko under USAID 
RADA's Model District project. The event 
was prepared under the auspices of the 
Chernihiv Oblast state administration, 
headed by Valeriy Kulich, with support 
from Chernihiv Mayor Vladyslav 
Atroshenko and the USAID RADA 
Program. MPs Oleksandr Chernenko, 
Ivan Krulko, Yuriy Chyzhmar and Anna 
Romanova attended the event and took 
an active part in the discussion. 

The main purpose of the round table 
"Solving the Household Waste Handling 
Problem in Ukraine. A Regional Aspect" 

was to bring together local authorities, 
MPs and civil society to discuss three 
draft laws aiming at improving the waste 
management situation in Ukraine (3198-
1, 3199-1, 3200-1). 

The discussion also focused on waste 
management problems in the Oblast and 
ways to improve the situation. City and 
Oblast leadership pledged their 
commitment to making practical steps in 
order to resolve such problems as 
dumping ground' overfill, ineffective 
waste collection, and illegal waste 
disposal. 

USAID RADA was streaming the round 
table. 

Video: https://youtu.be/WiBlAaPvBtU 

USAID RADA Trains MPs Aides on 

Gender Policy to Raise Equal 

Opportunities Awareness 

Saturday, April 16, 2016 - 18:15 

 

USAID RADA gender expert Olena 
Suslova held a training session for Aides 
of MPs who belong to the Equal 
Opportunities inter-faction association in 
the Verkhovna Rada. The training was 
held in Pukhivka village, Kyiv Oblast, on 
April 15-16 with the aim of increasing 
their level of knowledge of gender policy 
in light of legislation on Equal 
Opportunities, especially in staffing 
policy. 

Olena Suslova noted how such training 
sessions improve as well as contribute to 
the law-making process in Ukraine. 
“Qualitative and effective gender 
analysis of legislation requires the 
involvement of all parts and all the 
actors of the legislative process, and that 
is  why raising the awareness and 
capacity of MPs Aides, both male and 
female, is an important step towards the 
desired results," she emphasized. 

Participants also developed proposals for 
the action plan of the Equal 
Opportunities inter-faction association. 

The training was held at the initiative of 
MP Iryna Suslova, head of the VR Sub-
committee on Gender Equality and Non-
Discrimination, who is a member of this 
MP group. 

USAID RADA Supports Presentation of 

Prybuzhya Local Self-Government 

Association 

Monday, April 11, 2016 - 21:15 

 

The Prybuzhya Local Self-Government 
Association was presented in 
Volodymyr-Volynsky, Volyn Oblast, with 
support from USAID RADA under its 
Model District project on the initiative of 
Ihor Huz, MP. 

Over 100 village and town mayors and 
other community leaders from the Volyn 
Oblasts’ region along the Western Bug 
river participated in the event launched 
by its initiator. Mr. Huz reported on the 
Association idea, goals, objectives and 
tasks. 

USAID RADA presented tools for local 
economic development and distributed 
handouts, which included a project 
development guide, a directory of 
international projects and programs 
implemented in Ukraine in the area of 
decentralization and regional policy, and 
a directory of donor and investment 
resources for regional development. 

Former EP President Meets with Youth Parliament of Ukraine 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 - 19:15 

 

European Parliament ex-President Pat Cox met with participants of the second convocation 
Youth Parliament – "League of Young Parliamentarians" – as the first item on his agenda of 
the follow-up visit to Kyiv. 

Speaking of the importance he attached to the meeting, Mr. Cox said, "It is common for 
people of my age, when speaking with people of your age, to say how important you are to 
the future of the society of a country. But in the case of Ukraine, even if these words risk to 
sound typical, I really do mean that this for me is a very important meeting." 

In 2015 and 2016, Mr. Cox led an EP Needs Assessment Mission in Ukrainian parliament, 
which came up with a Report and Roadmap on Internal Reform and Capacity-Building for the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, which was presented in Brussels on Feb. 29 during the Ukraine 
Week in the EP and later approved by the VR. 

The Youth Parliament is a three-day event organized by USAID RADA and the Interns' 
League for competitively selected young activists to model legislative and policy decision-
making processes in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. The goal of the effort is to improve 
political and legislative culture of Ukrainian youth as well as increase involvement of young 
Ukrainians in legislative process. 

Video: https://youtu.be/W8y8_SIxnJE 
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Speakers from Poland shared the Polish 
experience in local and regional 
development and advised on 
opportunities for Ukraine. 

Working in groups, participants 
identified issues to be addressed by both 
the Association and the Ukrainian 
legislature, the latter serving as feedback 
for the lawmaker. 

The event also included the signing of a 
Memorandum of Intentions between the 
Prybuzhya Association and the Union of 
Lublin Region Gminas (Związek Gmin 
Lubelszczyzny). 

The USAID RADA Model District project 
is intended to improve communication 
and interaction between MPs and voters 
as well as employ an e-democracy toolkit 
in parliamentary work. 

More on USAID RADA site: 
http://radaprogram.org/en/content/usai
d-rada-supports-presentation-
prybuzhya-local-self-government-
association 

USAID RADA Supports Holding VR 

Committee Field Meeting in Lviv 

Thursday, April 7, 2016 - 17:15 

 

The Verkhovna Rada Committee on State 
Building, Regional Policy and Local 
Government with support from USAID 
RADA held a field meeting in Lviv to 
consider a number of draft laws and 
other issues. 

The Committee unanimously supported 
and recommended that the VR would 
approve in the first reading two bills: 
#4091, which deals with election 
of starostas, and #4110, adjusting the 
procedure for acquisition of powers by 
mayors. After a discussion, the 
consideration of bill #4165, which 

provides for liquidation of raion radas 
where raion's territory is identical to that 
of amalgamated community, was 
adjourned for further consultations. 

The Committee also listened to 
information from state authorities on 
whether or not it would be expedient to 
call local elections in parts of the 
Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts. 

The meeting was attended by VR Deputy 
Chairwoman Oksana Syroid, Lviv Oblast 
Rada Chairman Oleksandr Hanushchyn, 
Lviv Oblast State Administration Head 
Oleh Synyutka, Lviv Mayor Andriy 
Sadovyi and special advisor to the 
Government of Ukraine on 
decentralization Daniel Popescu from 
the Council of Europe, as well as East 
Europe Foundation President Viktor 
Lyakh and USAID RADA Chief of Party 
Ihor Kohut. 

USAID RADA organized live streaming of 
the meeting. 

Video: https://youtu.be/c2rMlAF-ebk 

USAID RADA and Commercial Law 

Center train MPs Aides on SME Test for 

bill proposals 

Thursday, April 7, 2016 - 17:30 

 

USAID RADA and the Commercial Law 
Center held a training session on April 7 
for MPs Aides on how they can analyse 
the comparative cost of proposals in 
draft bills. USAID RADA Program Director 
Elina Shyshkina introduced the two 
speakers at the session. The main goal of 
the SME Test is to reduce the costs of 
state regulation for small businesses 
through effective provisions. The 
regulation governing the SME Test is a 
component of the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement. 

 

 

IN BRIEF 

April 20, Brovary, Kyiv Oblast. – MPs Hold 
Field Sitting of Privatization Commission: 
A special Verkhovna Rada privatization 
oversight commission held a field meeting 
in one of the seven electoral districts that 
make up USAID RADA’s Model Districts 
project. The sitting was attended by a 
group of MPs in MPs Pavlo Rizanenko’s 
district, who discussed the issue of 
returning a local facility to state ownership. 

  

Ukraine Needs Young Reformers to Respond to Challenges with Outside the Box 

Solutions 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 - 12:15 

 

Ukraine "needs a new process of decision-making and engaging citizens, and it needs young 
enthusiastic reformers … who will respond to these challenges with outside the box 
solutions," USAID Acting Mission Director John Pennell said, addressing the Youth Parliament 
of Ukraine during the inauguration of its second convocation. 

Fifty-four young people representing all regions of Ukraine, including Crimea, gathered in 
Kyiv for the second three-day Youth Parliament event organized by USAID RADA and 
the Interns' League. The "young parliamentarians" will be modeling legislative and policy 
decision-making processes in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. They will also draft 
recommendations on openness of local councils in the e-governance context, which will be 
then delivered to the relevant parliamentary committee. 

The fifty-four, who call themselves "League of Young Parliamentarians," were competitively 
selected from 181 applications for participation in the Youth Parliament'2016. 

East Europe Foundation President Viktor Lyakh, USAID RADA Chief of Party Ihor Kohut, 
former intern and MP Valeriy Karpuntsov and Interns' League Executive Director Maria 
Savina also made welcome speeches. The young parliamentarians then took an oath and 
sang the Ukrainian Anthem. 

The goal of USAID RADA's Youth Parliament effort is to improve political and legislative 
culture of Ukrainian youth as well as increase involvement of young Ukrainians in legislative 
process. 

Video: https://youtu.be/CprsBkJk6ec 
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USAID RADA's goal is to promote a 
representative, accountable and 
independent parliament – the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine – by: 

 Supporting Members of Parliament 
(MPs) in their efforts to set up 
effective collaboration with their 
constituencies and improve the 
quality of exercising their 
representative powers; 

 Promoting the initiatives of civic 
education and civil society 
monitoring of both the Verkhovna 
Rada and the MPs in order to 
increase their accountability to the 
electorate; and 

 Facilitating the making of an 
independent legislative branch 
within the system of state 
authorities in Ukraine by 
increasing the efficiency of current 
parliamentary procedures. 

The East Europe Foundation is 
implementing the program in 
collaboration with the Agency for 
Legislative Initiatives, Civil Network 
OPORA and Internews Ukraine. 

IN BRIEF 

April 13-14, Kyiv. – Journalists from 
Kharkiv and Luhansk oblasts get VR Media 
Tour under USAID RADA Model District 
project: A group of 25 journalists from 
Kharkiv and Luhansk oblasts received a 
media tour of VR attended by MPs Olena 
Sotnyk and Svitlana Zalishchuk, who are 
participating in MD project. Group visited 
VR plenary meeting, School of 
Parliamentary Journalism and VR 
committees. 

April 1, Kyiv. – USAID RADA Program 
Coordinator Moderates a Panel at IRI's 
Democratic Governance Conference: 
USAID RADA Program Coordinator Ihor 
Parasyuk moderated a panel on municipal 
economic development at the second 
annual International Republican Institute 
(IRI) Democratic Governance Conference. 
The conference was held from March 31 to 
April 1 with support from Global Affairs 
Canada. More than 100 mayors and city 
council members from all over Ukraine 
attended the event, according to the IRI. 
The conference discussions mainly 
centered on the state of democratic 
governance in Ukraine as shown by the 
findings of the IRI's municipal sociological 
survey. Canadian Ambassador Roman 
Waschuk spoke at the opening of the 
conference, and US Ambassador Geoffrey 
Pyatt, at its closure. 

 

IPTAC discusses European Parliament’s Prospects of Assisting VR to become 

European-style Parliament 

Wednesday, March 30, 2016 - 18:00 

 

In the light of continuing high-level reform efforts involving the Verkhovna Rada and the 
European Parliament, USAID RADA dedicated the International Parliamentary Technical 
Assistance Coordination (IPTAC) meeting to the topic of "Parliamentary Reform: Political Will 
and Strategy for Implementation." The meeting was held against the background of the visit 
by Ukrainian MPs to the European Parliament in Brussels on February 29-March 2 to take part 
in Ukraine Week conference. The VR duly adopted a Resolution (#4219) recognizing all 52 
recommendations for reform proposed by the European Parliament's Needs Assessment 
Mission. 

The two speakers were: Tymur Tashtanov, Local Coordinator for the European Parliament’s 
Capacity Building program for the Verkhovna Rada and Volodymyr Bondarenko, Deputy Head 
of the Verkhovna Rada Secretariat. The IPTAC audience included representatives from 
international donor organizations and civil society. 

Opening the meeting, Ihor Kohut, CoP of USAID RADA, who moderated proceedings, said that 
USAID RADA had “looked at all the reefs and currents” that could occur on the way to 
following the road map on internal reform and raising the institutional capacity-building of 
the Ukrainian legislature. 

Speaking about the recommendations, Tymur Tashtanov noted that there is support for 
change within the VR right across the political spectrum of factions, as evidenced by the vote 
on March 17 approved by 240 MPs on the Resolution (#4219) recognizing all 52 
recommendations of the European Parliament's Needs Assessment Mission, as the "basis for 
internal reform and institutional capacity building".  In accordance with the Resolution, the VR 
Chairman should form a task force from leaders of political forces to draw up an action plan 
for implementing the recommendations, which were presented to Ukrainian MPs as part of 
the Report and Roadmap on Internal Reform presented in Brussels. Mr. Tashtanov stressed 
the need for pressure to be exerted to change Ukrainian institutions and that every single 
recommendation must be supported by concrete steps. “Where are we now? We have 52 
recommendations and we need to implement them somehow in the current conditions in the 
VR. We need, in actual fact, to start from the very beginning. The only difference is we know 
what to do,” he said. He also described a few recommendations, including moving away from 
the current structure of dedicated working weeks to create “mixed” weeks where MPs would 
work in committees as well as in plenary mode. 

Volodymyr Bondarenko noted that change has been taking place within the walls of the VR, 
but stressed that more work was needed.  One area requiring attention was greater dialog 
with the general public, he said. Raising the level of political culture was also highlighted and, 
as a consequence, improving dialog with the Cabinet of Ministers. Mr Bondarenko stressed 
that political will for change had appeared among MPs, especially after their return from 
Ukraine Week events in Brussels. 

Discussing the internal reform process, Mr. Bondarenko described last year “as the first year 
when we moved from words to business”. He said that the Needs Assessment Mission had 
highlighted the VR’s main problem, its excessive politicization. 

It was noted during the discussion in the concluding part that reforms initiated in the VR must 
be irreversible. Mr Tashtanov stressed that priority areas of proposed reform are integral and 
cannot be removed. “Changing priorities is not possible, refusing all the reforms is possible.” It 
was noted that ongoing supervision of the reform process would be necessary and that this 
could well be carried out in person by Mr Pat Cox, who headed the European Parliament’s 
Needs Assessment Mission. 
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